BULIMBA CREEK SEWER UPGRADE – STAGE 2
Queensland Urban Utilities is investing $55 million to upgrade your local sewerage network.
About the project
Queensland Urban Utilities is investing $55 million to
upgrade your local sewerage network.
The Bulimba Creek Stage 2 Sewer Upgrade involves
installing a 4.25km gravity trunk sewer between Wecker
Road, Mansfield, and Settlers Street, Carindale, using
both open trenching and trenchless (tunnelling)
technologies.
The project will cater for future growth and
development in the catchment area and reduce the
likelihood of sewage overflows.
Previous stages 1 and 1A of the Bulimba Creek trunk
sewer upgrade were completed in 2004‐2006 and 2011‐
2013 in Mansfield, Wishart, Eight Mile Plains and
MacGregor.
The existing Bulimba Creek Trunk Sewer services about
158,000 people to the south‐east of the Brisbane CBD.
It is comprised of about 62km of sewer pipes ranging in
diameter from 375mm to 1650mm, and discharges to
the Gibson Island Sewage Treatment Plant.

Project delivery
Construction of the Bulimba Creek Stage 2 Sewer
Upgrade is expected to start in August 2016 and is due
to be completed by mid‐2018, weather and ground
conditions permitting.
We will keep you informed about progress and provide
regular construction updates for directly impacted
residents.
Working hours
Work on the construction of the shafts will be done
Monday to Saturday from 7am to 5pm. Tunnelling will
occur in shifts over 24 hours from Monday to Saturday,
with machinery maintenance on Sunday.
Contractor
Queensland Urban Utilities has appointed Australian‐
Japanese joint venture Abergeldie–Obayashi to design
and construct the Bulimba Creek Stage 2 Sewer
Upgrade.
Construction methodology

Location
The alignment of the Bulimba Creek Sewer Upgrade
starts in the Allen Innes Reserve off Wecker Road in
Mansfield and continues northward (downstream)
along Scrub Road to reconnect with the existing main
sewer, in park land off Cadogan and Settlers Streets in
Carindale.
See project map on following page.
Project benefits
The Bulimba Creek Sewer Upgrade — Stage 2 will:
 cater for future growth and development within the
network catchment
 reduce the likelihood of sewage overflows
 improve the protection of creeks and waterways in
the network catchment
 ensure reliable and sustainable sewerage services
for Brisbane’s south‐eastern suburbs.

Artist’s impression of tunnel borer in launching shaft
and ‘jacking’ pipes being lowered into position
The new sewer will be mostly constructed underground
using micro‐tunnelling and this method will minimise
the impact to residents and the environment. Entry and
exit shafts will be constructed along the alignment for
the tunnel boring machine and the majority of above‐
ground works will be concentrated at these locations.
Where tunnelling is not possible, open trenching will be
used.

Working with the community

Shaft construction

Community engagement is at the forefront of the way
we do business. We will keep you informed about
progress and provide regular construction updates for
directly impacted residents.
Bulimba Creek Stage 2 Sewer Upgrade Map

Shafts are constructed to allow the entry and exit of the
tunnel boring machine. Once the shaft is constructed,
the tunnel boring machine is lowered into the launch
(or entry) shaft and begins tunnelling to the reception
(or exit) shaft.
Entrance shafts are usually around 9m wide and exit
shafts are around 6m wide. The depth of the shaft is
dependent on the sewer alignment, however, shaft
depths on this project range from 4m to 49m.
Once tunnelling is completed, the exit shafts will be
converted to maintenance holes for future access, as
required.
Tunnel boring machine
The tunnel boring machine is guided by a laser
navigation system and will core out a 1500mm
diameter tunnel. A jacking machine will push the sewer
pipe in behind the
tunnel boring machine.
During the forward
tunnelling
(jacking)
process, the cutter head
on the borer rotates
and
displaces
the
ground, as the entire
tunnel boring machine
and pipe is advanced.
The new sewer pipes
will be installed inside the tunnel and ‘pulled’ through.
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