BULIMBA CREEK STAGE 2 SEWER UPGRADE

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Queensland Urban Utilities is investing $55 million to upgrade your local sewerage network.
The Bulimba Creek Stage 2 Sewer Upgrade involves installing a 4.25km gravity trunk sewer between
Wecker Road, Mansfield and Settlers Street, Carindale, using both open trenching and trenchless
(tunnelling) technologies.
The project will cater for future growth and development in the catchment area and reduce the
likelihood of sewage overflows.
Previous stages 1 and 1A of the Bulimba Creek trunk sewer upgrade were completed in 2004-2006 and
2011-2013 in Mansfield, Wishart, Eight Mile Plains and MacGregor.
The existing Bulimba Creek Trunk Sewer services about 158,000 people to the south-east of the
Brisbane CBD. It is comprised of about 62km of sewer pipes ranging in diameter from 375mm to
1,650mm, and discharges to the Gibson Island Sewage Treatment Plant.

Project delivery

Contractor

Construction of the Bulimba Creek Stage 2 Sewer
Upgrade is expected to start in August 2016 and
is due to be completed by mid-2018, weather and
ground conditions permitting.

Queensland Urban Utilities has appointed
Australian-Japanese joint venture AbergeldieObayashi to design and construct the Bulimba
Creek Stage 2 Sewer Upgrade.

We will keep you informed about progress and
provide regular construction updates for directly
impacted residents.

Project benefits
• C
 ater for future growth and development within
the network catchment.
• Reduce the likelihood of sewage overflows.
• Improved protection of creeks and waterways
in the network catchment.
• E nsure reliable and sustainable sewerage
services for Brisbane’s south-eastern suburbs.
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ENVIRONMENT

Queensland Urban Utilities is committed to pursuing
environmentally sustainable practices during the
construction and operation of the Bulimba Creek
Sewer Upgrade by:
• d
 eveloping and implementing an Environmental
Management Plan for the project to ensure
compliance with the relevant legislation, policies
and standards
• undertaking flora and fauna surveys
• m
 inimising clearing wherever possible and
working in partnership with the Bulimba Creek
Catchment Coordinating Committee (B4C) to
offset any vegetation loss
• m
 ulching green waste for use during site
rehabilitation
• a rborist on site during work in the tree protection
zone

• sustainable waste disposal
• maintaining fish passages and water flow during
creek crossings
• ensuring there is no net canopy loss
• ensuring erosion and sediment controls are in
place prior to ground disturbance
• undertaking regular environmental inspections of
the site
• undertaking rehabilitation of the Bulimba
Creek bank and vegetation in and around the
construction site
• ongoing computerised monitoring of the sewer,
including the overflow structure
• tree planting at project completion
• background noise and vibration monitoring.
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COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL
OF CONSTRUCTION WASTE
Queensland Urban Utilities and our Contractor, Abergeldie-Obayashi, will responsibly minimise and
dispose of construction waste by undertaking sustainable construction practices in line with the waste
hierarchy principles:

Disposal of waste as last resort
Treat waste
Recover energy
Recycle waste
Reuse waste
Avoid and reduce waste
• waste material, including spoil and construction wastes, will be separated on site into dedicated bins/areas
• green waste will be mulched and reused on site for landscaping and rehabilitation
• topsoil will be kept separate from other soil and materials and screened prior to reuse during rehabilitation
• s oil and groundwater will be tested for contamination before disposal in accordance with procedures
outlined in the Environmental Management Plan (EMP)
• w
 eed-containing soil/material and any other material that needs to be removed will be disposed of at a
licensed waste transfer facility.
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PROTECTING YOUR LOCAL PARKS
Queensland Urban Utilities is aware of how highly you value your local parks. We will ensure that any
temporary impacts on the parks’ amenity, such as the removal of trees (in accordance with Brisbane City
Council permits) to allow heavy vehicle access for deliveries and spoil removal, will be offset by planting as
part of the site rehabilitation at the end of works. All parkland will be restored to a condition equivalent to
or better than before works started.

The area around maintenance hole 1 in the Carindale Recreation Reserve off Cadogan Street - where
extensive clearing is required is currently weed infested. B4C will coordinate the rehabilitation of the
site to enhance the environmental health of the area.
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AIR QUALITY

Dust, odour and emissions from the construction
and operation of the project will be managed by:
• installing a sewer ventilation pipe located in
bushland off Scrub Road more than 100m from
the nearest residence
• o
 dour modelling will be done prior to
construction to ensure air quality complies with
the Environmental Protection Act 1994
• operating water trucks on site to prevent dust
• r egularly watering stockpiles to minimise dust

• staging works to minimise exposed areas
• confining trucks and construction traffic to
designated roads and tracks
• managing dust at source, including covering loads
of spoil before the trucks leave site and sweeping
roadways, as required
• stabilising entry and exit points with road base or
cattle grates to prevent dust
• regularly servicing all machinery to ensure
efficient operation and to minimise exhaust
emissions.
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CREEK CROSSING AND
WATER QUALITY
Queensland Urban Utilities is committed to safely and sustainably installing the new sewerage pipe beneath
and near the Bulimba Creek by:
• m
 aintaining fish passages and water flow during creek crossings
• c onducting weekly water quality sampling both up and down stream of the construction site
• e nsuring routine environmental inspections and Environmental Management Plan reviews are done by
Queensland Urban Utilities
• installing the sewer pipe beneath the creek to protect water quality
• e lectronically monitoring the permanent overflow structure to ensure Queensland Urban Utilities’ control
room is immediately notified if an environmental incident occurs
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BULIMBA CREEK CATCHMENT
COORDINATING COMMITTEE (B4C)
Queensland Urban Utilities has partnered with the Bulimba Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee Inc.
(B4C) to deliver offsets where the removal of trees is unavoidable, in order to make way for the new sewer.
B4C will provide important and valued input into how we work around the Bulimba Creek.
B4C was established as an incorporated Catchment and Land Care Group in 1997.

B4C Vision
For the environment of Bulimba Creek catchment to be protected, restored and maintained by a vibrant
network of community organisations coordinated and supported by B4C.

B4C Mission
B4C is a community based social enterprise that provides coordination, support and specialised ecological
services to protect, restore and maintain Bulimba Creek catchment in partnership with our members and
wider community to build a web of green across the region.
In 2015, Queensland Urban Utilities received a high commendation for the Government Stewardship Award
in recognition of its unique partnership with B4C.
Queensland Urban Utilities CEO, Louise Dudley, said the partnership was the first of its type in Australia
between a water utility and an environmental group.
“Through our partnership with local land care group B4C, we have rehabilitated more than 30 sites, covering
an impressive area of 236,000 square metres,” she said. “Over the past 12 months we have planted more
than 5500 trees and shrubs to help stabilise creek banks and reduce sediment run off.”
Sites at Bulimba Creek, Norman Creek, Bundamba Creek, Woogaroo Creek and Cabbage Tree Creek have also
been rejuvenated through weed control, mulching, turfing and native tree planting.
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WORKING WITH THE
COMMUNITY
Queensland Urban Utilities is committed to minimising impacts on local residents during construction of
the Bulimba Creek Stage 2 Sewer Upgrade and we look forward to working with the community throughout
construction.
Community engagement is ‘core’ business at Queensland Urban Utilities. We uphold the International
Association of Public Participation (IAP2) model of ‘best practice’ engagement.
We will adopt a ‘no surprises’ approach and ensure we inform, consult and involve the community,
throughout the detailed design and construction phases.

Stay informed
For more information about the upgrade or to register to receive regular project updates:
Free call (24/7) 1800 071 230
Visit www.urbanutilities.com.au/bulimbacreeksewerupgrade2
Email community.feedback@urbanutilities.com.au
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