
MURARRIE-PINKENBA CROSS-RIVER  
WATER PIPELINE 

  

 
 

Queensland Urban Utilities is constructing a new $20 million cross-river pipeline between the Bartleys Hill 
Reservoir in Ascot and Wellers Hill Reservoir in Murarrie, to ensure the sustainability of the water network.  

 

 

 

The new $20M Murarrie-Pinkenba cross-river water pipeline will be 
built 10 metres beneath the Brisbane River. 

About the project 

Queensland Urban Utilities’ contractor, Comdain 
Infrastructure, is constructing a new 3km cross-
river water pipeline at a cost of $20M to ensure 
reliable and sustainable water supply to Pinkenba, 
Eagle Farm and Murarrie.  

The project will connect two supply zones on 
opposite sides of the Brisbane River – Bartleys Hill 
Reservoir in Ascot and Wellers Hill Reservoir in 
Murarrie – and is part of Queensland Urban 
Utilities’ $236M capital expenditure program in 
2016/17.  

An 800mm trunk water main will be built under the 
Brisbane River and connect to the existing network 
at Queensport Road North, Murarrie, and Holt 
Street, Pinkenba (at the Kingsford Smith Drive 
intersection).  

Project benefits 

 The additional infrastructure will allow us to 
move water between two supply zones and 
ensure reliable and sustainable delivery of 
water services for Eagle Farm, Pinkenba and 
Murarrie, making supply more flexible and 
efficient. 

 It will support demand from a growing 
population in the North Shore Hamilton Urban 
Development Area. 

 It will also provide contingency water supply in 
the event of an unplanned disruption or 
planned maintenance in one of the water 
supply zones. 

Construction program 

We expect to start construction in late 2016/early 
2017 and will take about two years to complete 
the project, weather and site conditions 
permitting.   

Cross-river pipeline construction 

A single 800mm polyethylene pipe will be installed 
beneath the river using a horizontal directional drill 
(HDD) to bore a pilot hole.  

Guided by GPS navigation, the drill will start on the 
Northern side of the river at an entry point off Holt 
Street, Pinkenba, on land behind the Royal 
Queensland Golf Club.  

Underground 
Open trenching 
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It will bore below the bottom of the river at a 
depth of 10m until it reaches the southern bank 
and then rise to the exit point at Murarrie, located 
on vacant land on Queensport Road North. 

About horizontal directional drilling 
Installation of the pipeline by HDD will be 
accomplished in three stages. The first stage 
consists of creating a small diameter bore or pilot 
hole along the designed directional path.  

The second stage involves enlarging this pilot hole 
to a diameter suitable for installation of the 
pipeline. The third stage consists of pulling the pipe 
back through the enlarged hole. 

 

Pictured: Stage 1 of pipeline construction using a horizontal 

directional drill to create a pilot hole (Source: Coe Drilling). 

New water main at Pinkenba  

A single 800mm steel trunk water main will be built 
along Holt Street up to the existing water main on 
Kingsford Smith Drive. This pipe will be laid in an 
open trench on the roadside and the opposite end 
will connect to the cross-river pipeline at the back 
of the golf club. Open trenching will be done in 
sections, to minimise disruption to local 
businesses.  

New water main at Murarrie  

A single 800mm steel trunk water main will be built 
along Queensport Road North up to the existing 
water main beneath the Gateway Motorway. The 
pipe will be laid in an open trench on the roadside 

and the opposite end will connect to the cross-
river pipeline on vacant land between Queensport 
Road North and Paringa Road. Open trenching will 
be done in sections to minimise disruption to local 
businesses.  

Community impacts 

During construction, the community can expect 

the following impacts: 

 Construction-related noise and traffic, 
including excavation, compressors and 
reversing beepers. 

 Dust associated with excavation, which will 
be managed using water suppression. 

 Some driveway interference. Restoration 
will be completed following the work. 

 Some footpath access and on-street 
parking will be unavailable. 

 Changed traffic conditions, including lane 
closures and parking, and diversions 
around the works. 

 Some temporary water shutdowns during 
connection to the existing system. 
Impacted customers will be notified prior 
to planned water shuts. 

We will keep the 
community informed 
about progress and 
provide regular 
construction updates 
for directly impacted 
customers. 

 


