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Cultivating a successful sustainable garden without wasting water is easier than 
it sounds – even in the heat of summer. How?

SUSTAINABLE SUMMER 
GARDENING

Start with the five simple steps below. You may 
be surprised to learn how much water (and 
money) you can save!

Step 1: Quench.

Watering with the right amount at the right 
frequency will encourage your plants and lawn 
to grow deeper roots and be more resilient to 
dry times. A good quality quenching once or 
twice a week should be sufficient if you have 
a well-mulched garden, good quality soil and 
established plants.

Step 2: Don’t drench.

Overwatering your garden is a waste of water and 
your time. You only need to apply enough water 
to saturate the soil around your plant or lawn’s 
root system. Waterlogging your garden and lawn 
can lead to all sorts of problems, like root rot and 
fungal diseases, so remember: less is more.

Step 3: Make watering part of your 
morning routine.

Your plants and lawn need enough moisture 
to cope through the long hot summer days, 

so get in early and give them a good drink 
before things heat up. As long as your soil is 
cool, the water will soak in and reach roots 
without too much evaporation.

Step 4: Only water when you need to.

Pay attention to the weather forecast and, 
if there’s rain on the horizon, let Mother Nature 
do the work for you! For obvious reasons, 
you don’t need water for a few days following 
rain either.

Step 5: Give natives a go.

Most native plants thrive in hot, dry conditions 
and, once established, can withstand long 
periods without hydration. As a bonus, many 
have colourful flowers and foliage, like the 
Velvet Kangaroo Paw pictured above, which is 
not only drought-tolerant but ideally suited to 
our humid climate.

Anyone can water a garden, but can you do 
it sustainably? Go to urbanutilities.com.au/
watersustainability for more ways to save 
water around your home and garden.

Native plants thrive in hot, 
dry conditions and, once 
established, can withstand 
long periods without 
hydration.

We recently planted 1,600 native trees 
on our farm near the Helidon Sewage 
Treatment Plant in Lockyer Valley to create 
important future habitat for koalas and 
other species. Until the trees mature into 
native forest, we’ll also be growing, cutting 
and baling hay from grass grown between 
the rows of trees.

Listed as vulnerable in South East 
Queensland, koalas compete for habitable 
space with our rapidly growing human 
population. Unlike us, however, the 
tree-dwellers don’t need to drink water 
daily to survive, staying hydrated instead 
by munching on eucalyptus leaves.

“We wanted to plant native species in 
the right mix to match the local area’s 
original, native ecosystem, so we mostly 
planted Blue Gums, but also some Silver 
Leaf Ironbark and Moreton Bay Ash,” 
said Water Quality and Environment Leader, 
Cameron Jackson (pictured above).

“We also learned koalas are notoriously 
fussy eaters, so we were keen to give them 
a couple of different dinner options too,” 
Mr Jackson said.

All the seedlings were grown from locally 
sourced seeds and will be irrigated 
sustainably with recycled water from our 
nearby treatment plant, so they should grow 
faster and have a better survival rate.

“A local flora and fauna survey identified 
a koala population nearby, so we’re 
hoping they naturally start moving into 
the area over the next five to 10 years as 
it transforms,” said Mr Jackson, adding 
“we’re also expecting lots of wallabies, 
bandicoots and birdlife too.”

A win for native fauna, flora, and 
sustainable agriculture too!

Some much-loved marsupials will soon have a new home 
among the gum trees, thanks to some innovative thinking from 

the Urban Utilities’ team. 

USING RECYCLED WATER TO 
GROW NEW KOALA HOME

Bathroom Beats at Bunnings 
Our waterwise shower karaoke stand, expert 
advice and a sausage sizzle. Name a better 
combo. We’ll wait.

Laidley Spring Festival
Festival-goers brought their reusable water 
bottles and filled up for free at our portable 
water stations. Refill not landfill!

Get Ready Queensland
Severe summer storms can affect your water 
and sewerage services. Store at least three 
days’ supply of drinking water in containers, 
just in case.

CONNECTING 
WITH THE 
COMMUNITY

We’re hoping the koalas naturally start moving into 
the area over the next five to 10 years as it transforms.
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‘Water’ examines the significance of life’s most vital 
element through artworks that make connections 
with many of the major environmental and social 
challenges faced by the world today.

To win, in 25 words or less, tell us your connection 
to water and what it means to you. Visit 
urbanutilities.com.au/GOMA

TICKET 
GIVEAWAY

Cai Guo-Qiang, China b.1957 / Heritage  (installation view) 2013 / Life-sized replicas of animals: polystyrene, gauze, resin and hide / Commissioned 
2013 with funds from the Josephine Ulrick and Win Schubert Diversity Foundation through and with the assistance of the Queensland Art Gallery 
Foundation / Collection: Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art / © Cai Guo-Qiang.

We’re giving away tickets to GOMA’s 
must-see summer exhibition. 




