
SUSTAINABLE, 
WATER-SAVVY 

SUMMER GARDENS

LOCKYER VALLEY



02  |  Urban Utilities Urban Utilities  |  03

The heat of summer in South East Queensland 
can take a toll on our gardens. However, the 
good news is you can still achieve a productive, 
water-efficient green space and save on 
water bills, all with careful plant choice and 
preparation. 

We’re creating a water-savvy garden to share 
knowledge about sustainable gardening 
activities, including the tricks of the trade when 
it comes to maximising the outdoor space 
available to you. It’s designed to cater to both 
budding and experienced green thumbs and 
includes showcasing dedicated zones such as a 
courtyard and balcony.   

The garden is located at the B4C 
Sustainability Centre in Carindale and 
you can visit urbanutilities.com.au/
sustainablegardens to follow the progress 
online. We’re planning to have some open days 
in 2021 to show you through. 

On our website you’ll find the B4C experts cover 
a range of topics including:  

•  incorporating water conservation into 
design thinking 

•  the lawn test that explains why timing is 
everything when it comes to lawn growth and 
water saving 

•  plant selection and making the right 
decisions, and  

•  why designing with pots could be the next 
best thing 

Who is B4C? 
B4C is a catchment and landcare group 
who partner with many organisations and 
the wider community to build a web 
of green across the region. Learn more 
about the volunteers working on the 
garden at urbanutilities.com.au/
sustainablegardens now. 

It’s no secret water is a critical component of green spaces, whether it’s a suburban backyard, 
courtyard or apartment balcony. And because good water-saving habits are close to our hearts, 

we’re creating a water-savvy garden of our own with some help from our friends at Bulimba Creek 
Catchment Coordinating Committee (B4C). 

SUSTAINABLE, WATER-SAVVY SUMMER 
GARDENS. YES, THEY’RE POSSIBLE!

HOW LOW CAN YOU GO?
Wondering how low you can go saving water in the garden... and no, that doesn’t mean a dead 
lawn or plants, it’s just being smart about the water you do use. 

Here’s our top tips: 
• Healthy soil grows healthy plants – use compost to improve your soil. 

• Mulch regularly to lock in moisture and reduce water run-off. 

• Water early in the morning or at night to avoid evaporation. 

• Try a small wicking bed that waters from below – there’s plenty of low-cost ways to set one up. 

• Check the weather forecast before watering and let Mother Nature do the work. 

•  Group plants with similar watering needs together – for example group the shallow rooted 
plants as they don’t need a deep soaking. 

• Consider local Australian natives, they need little or no water beyond what nature provides.  

•   Water only when you need to, some plants wilt through the day but bounce back in the 
evening without water. 

• Check for dripping taps and holes in your hose. 

For more water saving tips, visit urbanutilities.com.au/howlow 

WHAT ON EARTH IS 
A WICKING BED?

Like gigantic self-watering pots, wicking beds 
are designed with an underground water 
reservoir that waters the plants from below 
rather than above. This significantly reduces 
evaporation and creates better growing 
conditions for the plants. 

Building a wicking bed is relatively simple. You 
can use any type of container so keep an eye 
out for recycled products. Other essentials are 
piping, gravel or other aggregate, matting and 
good quality soil.  

Not up to building one yourself? No worries! 

There are plenty of wicking beds available 
for purchase at retail outlets. Always do 
your research and go with what works for 
you. And remember, while wicking beds may 
cost a little more to set up, you’ll reap the 
rewards in no time with fresh produce and 
huge water savings! 

At our sustainable garden, the B4C team 
have built a coated steel wicking bed 
to grow vegetables and other plants. 
Learn how at urbanutilities.com.au/
sustainablegardens now. 

You’ll reap the rewards 
in no time with fresh 
produce and huge water 
savings. Don’t just take our word for it… 

Check out this well-made wicking bed from Matt Davey (above) of Chapel Hill, 
Brisbane.

A 1.2m x 1.8m fibreglass bed is providing his family with handfuls of fresh, juicy 
greens every day. Not only is it saving on water, it’s saving them time shopping and 
reducing plastic waste. Now their plants are established, they water twice a week if 
there hasn’t been any rain and top up the reservoir every couple of weeks. 

“We were not veggie gardeners, but it’s been easy and rewarding. I wish we’d done 
this sooner. We’d like another one!” 

Looking for more efficient ways to use water in your garden? Well, this 
clever creation could help you halve your consumption. 

Cover: B4C Nursery Manager, Leigh Weakley. 
Above: B4C volunteers planting out the garden.
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WATER DONATED TO 
LOCAL FARM

We recently captured 28,000 litres of water during local pipe works and put it to good use at a Gatton vegetable farm. The water 
came from a section of pipe along Villis Rd in Gatton, which needed to be emptied for valve replacement works.

While it’s not always practical, in this case we captured the water, pumping it from the 375mm pipe into a tanker and donating it 
to nearby Wickham Farms.

Manager of Wickham Farms Kerri Lamb welcomed the donation of water and said it was as good as a rain event. “It is greatly 
appreciated; sometimes you can be in the right place at the right time,” she said.

“Water is such a precious resource and with the farm dam sitting at around 10 per cent capacity, it has provided a much-needed 
top up to our water storages.

“We grow potatoes, onions and pumpkins and we’ll be using the water for irrigation.” 

Image: Gregory Hauser, 
Farm Manager, Gatton.




