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It’s not an emergency kit without water
If disaster strikes, essential services including water and sewerage can be affected, 
so it’s important to be prepared.   ...see more on page 3
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Raceview students 
Turn to Tap
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Raceview students Turn to Tap
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The kids at Raceview have pledged to carry a reusable water 
bottle every day and fill up at the tap. 

Tangalooma EcoMarines’ Penny Limbach said it was a simple 
way to help the environment and stay hydrated. 

“Reusable water bottles are a better choice because they 
don’t end up in waterways where they can harm animals like 
turtles, birds and fish,” she said.

“Another benefit of carrying a reusable water bottle is it 
saves you money. Tap water costs less than one cent per 
litre compared to up to $3 per litre for bottled varieties.” 

To help the EcoMarines achieve their goal, students were 
asked to design a bag tag to remind them to pack a reusable 
water bottle for school each day.

The designs were very impressive but we had to choose a 
winner and that was year five student Kelsie Biggam. 

Kelsie’s eye-catching design (pictured) featured a clever 
turtle who prefers to eat jellyfish, not plastic! Kelsie’s 
artwork has now been produced into bag tags for the 
whole school. 

Raceview is the first school in Ipswich to take up the Turn 
to Tap Bag Tag challenge. If you’d like to get your school on 
board, visit www.tangaloomaecomarines.com.au 

To find out more, visit www.urbanutilities.com.au/turntotap 

Queensland Urban Utilities has joined forces with Tangalooma EcoMarines to challenge Raceview 
State School students to Turn to Tap.

Did you know? It takes up to seven 
litres of water to produce just one 
litre of bottled water.*
*Healthy Waterways 

Image: Erin McNeill with Kelsie Biggam (right) 
and her winning bag tag design (inset).
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The system, called Q-Hub, won the international Esri Special Achievement 
in GIS Award. In case you’re wondering, GIS stands for Geographic 
Information System.

Q-Hub provides a real-time view of our entire water and sewerage 
network and our customers. It all began through our dedicated Innovation 
Program when engineer Ben Wilson put forward an idea for an accessible, 
integrated and customer focused information system.  

Ben joined forces with our Information Services team, who turned his idea 
into a reality. 

Ben says the best part of Q-Hub is that multiple areas of the business can 
easily access and use it at the same time. 

“We can all see the same up to date information – whether you’re a field 
worker looking at our network on a tablet or you work in the call centre 

People tend to prepare for power outages or falling 
tree branches, but forget that water supply can also be 
impacted. For example, hundreds of homes on hills rely on 
water boosters to pump supply which means if the power is 
cut, so is the water. 

We recommend storing at least three days’ supply of 
water in containers. About 10 litres per person is a good 
rule of thumb. 

Your ‘Get Ready’ checklist 
  Have an emergency plan

  Store at least three days’ supply of water 

   Identify where and how to turn off your water if you 
have water flooding your house

   Check your gully trap or overflow relief gully is clear 
of obstruction* 

   Ensure stormwater downpipes are not connected to the 
sewerage network

   Know who to contact for help. For emergencies related 
to water and sewerage services, call us 24/7 on 13 23 64. 

*  A gully trap or overflow relief gully is a grated outlet which is located outside 
your home, usually near the laundry. 

Visit www.urbanutilities.com.au/severeweather for 
more tips. 

Storm season is upon us, so it’s important to have an emergency plan in place.

We have claimed an international award for a digital 
innovation which has brought business efficiencies to a 
new high.

answering customer enquiries or you’re one of our team 
sending out crews,” says Ben.

“This system helps us keep our customers up to date with 
network issues and minimise impacts.”

Q-Hub allows us to see hotspots in our network which may 
be affecting many of our customers and despatch suitable 
crews based on proximity and equipment on board. 

We were selected from more than 10,000 organisations 
worldwide to receive the honour which recognises the 
creative use of GIS technology to solve business challenges. 

To find out more about how we are innovating, visit 
www.urbanutilities.com.au/innovation 

“It all began through our 
dedicated Innovation 
Program when engineer Ben 
Wilson put forward an idea 
for an accessible, integrated, 
customer focused 
information system.”

For most of us, it’s hard to imagine not 
having a roof over our heads, yet more 
than 105,000 Australians have no place to 
call home.* It’s a daily struggle simply to 
access the safe, clean toilets and showers 
we take for granted. 

To help raise funds for Vinnies homeless 
services, three of our executives recently 
rolled out their sleeping bags for the 2016 
Vinnies CEO Sleepout under the Story Bridge.

Queensland Urban Utilities’ Ian Hall, said 
the trio was pleased to support such a 
worthy cause.

“Sleeping out in the cold with construction 
noises all around us was challenging. It was 
sobering to experience what it’s like to be 
without the home comforts we take for 
granted,” said Ian. 
*Vinnies Queensland

We are now sponsoring the trial of Orange 
Sky Laundry’s first shower van for the 
homeless.  The van, custom-fitted with 
two showers, was recently launched in 
Brisbane.

Queensland Urban Utilities spokesperson, 
Michelle Cull, said it was great to support 
such an innovative community service.   

“Homeless people often have difficulty 
accessing our water and sewerage services, 
including safe, clean showers,” she said.

“The new shower van will make a big 
difference by restoring dignity and 
improving hygiene standards for people 
living on the streets. 

“We’ve been sponsoring the Brisbane and 
Ipswich laundry van since February this 
year and are very excited to support the 
trial of this latest addition to the Orange 
Sky fleet.” 

Visit www.orangeskylaundry.com.au to 
find out more. 

Image: Michelle Cull with Orange Sky Laundry’s 
Lucas Patchett and Bushie, putting the shower to the test.


